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Scoring (for), Cutting (away), Drawing (out) 

Wilderness Projects is proud to present  Scoring (for), Cutting 
(away), Drawing (out), a solo exhibition by Simon Leahy-Clark. The show 
comprises two distinct bodies of work which exemplify some of the 
differing strands of the artist's practice. For close to fifteen years Leahy 
Clark has worked almost exclusively with cut newspaper, making 
exquisite collages and drawings from this humble material. Running 
through the varied ways in which he employs his chosen medium - in 
figuration and abstraction, on scales monumental or minute, is a quiet 
sensitivity and deep understanding of image construction. Over the 
many years working in this way, and with these tools, he has built up an 
unique, delicately refined and unmistakable visual language. 
 
All of the works in this exhibition are abstract, but the two distinct 
formats are very different. On the one hand, the smaller, more 
regimented pieces speak to a meticulous, regimented and disciplined 
nature. Each piece is comprised of a single newspaper from which 
Leahy Clark has painstakingly removed every single piece of text or 
visual information. The result is a delicate net of predominantly 
rectangular holes running through the object. Although seemingly 
irregular in composition the arrangement of these apertures is of course 
dictated by layer upon layer of graphic design. Each page would have 
been laid out independently of the next, but when Leahy Clark 
completes his committed incising - a form of reductive minimalism - the 
individual sheets become a single complex, automatically composed 
drawing. 
 
Each work of this type is made from one single, complete daily 
newspaper. They are fascinating taken in isolation, but a further point of 
intrigue appears when a sequence of daily papers of papers are 
viewed together - as is the case in this exhibition. It is impossible not to 
make comparisons between them and the similarities and differences 
moving from one 'portrait of the day' to the next throw a brighter light 
on the subtleties of Leahy Clark's practice. 
 
Where these smaller pieces are quiet, delicate, formal and still, the three 
larger works in the show are bold and powerful, full of unpredictable 
movement. Very much inspired by music there is an unmistakable Jazz-
like quality to the work as miriad sparks of light jump and dance across 
an undulating background of rich, dark, modulating colour, forming 
abstract musical compositions or automatic writing. Here the movement 

and fluidity hit you instantly, but these works are no less meticulous in 
their construction than any other. The skill and vision required to select 
and reconfigure hundreds upon hundreds of tiny sections of colour and 
form is vast. A close look soon reveals that every inch of every work is a 
fragment from a newspaper photograph. Very often clearly 
recognisable elements can be determined - an arm, a door handle, a 
jacket lapel or guitar fretboard - and this is where the real magic lies. 
Leahy Clark certainly does not hide the raw materials that go to make 
up his images, in fact its quite the opposite. he revels in them as they 
offer the opportunity to create something from nothing - stunning 
artworks which are far, far greater than the sum of their parts 
 
Born in 1973, Simon Leahy Clark is a Welsh artist based in London. His 
work is held in numerous private and public collections and over the last 
20 years he has exhibited extensively across the UK and internationally, 
including at The Royal Academy, The Jerwood Drawing Prize, The 
Barbican Arts Trust, Collyer Bristol Gallery, Luborimov / Angus Hughes 
Gallery, APT Gallery, The Drawing Gallery and Transition Gallery. Notable 
solo exhibitions include those at CAS Osaka, Japan and Sluice Projects, 
London. 
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Untitled (TN15411) 2011 
Newspaper 
39 x 58cm 

£1,500 

Untitled (TN14411) 2011 
Newspaper 
39 x 58cm 

£1,500 

Untitled (TN13411) 2011 
Newspaper 
39 x 58cm 

£1,500 
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Ink Black Bloody Night Score Drawing (Oysters, For Roberto 
Gerhard, To Be Continued)  2016 

Newspaper cuttings on card 
87 x 118cm 

£5,500 
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Schwarz Und Weiss Und Uberall Lesen (Tox Standard) 
2017 

Newspaper cuttings on card 
87 x 118cm 

£5,500 
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Lost Text: Jax Error Echo Eight (Gould Variation) 
2017 

Newspaper cuttings on card 
87 x 118cm 

£5,500 
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For further information or to register interest in the works in 
this catalogue please email  

info@wildernessprojects.co.uk 


